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e Hear the Gospel (Romans 10:17; Acts 16:32-34, 1 Cor. 15:1-2)

* Believe Jesus is the Son of God (John 8:24; Hebrews 11:6)

* Repent of your sins (Luke 13:3; Acts 17:30)

e Confess faith in Jesus Christ (Romans 10:9-10; Matt. 10:32)

* Be Baptized (immersed) for forgiveness of your sins (Acts
2:38; John 3:5; Rom 6:3, 4)

e Live Faithfully (2 Peter 1:10-11; Revelation 2:10)
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Jesus Growing Up

by Kevin Heaton

There are times when | look at my children, watching them grow up, that | am reminded of the
humanity of Jesus. When I'm tucking them in to sleep, or when | see them playing, when | hear
them laughing or saying "daddy" or "l love you."

The Bible only gives us a quick glimpse at His human life: we see His birth, a glimpse of Him at age
12, and then before you know it He's 30. | think it is easy at times for us to not really think about the
life of Jesus being like every other human being. When we think of the humanity of Jesus, let's
remember this: Mary carried Him in the womb for 9 months. Jesus would have grown like every
other baby. He would have slowly but surely developed features. Mary would've begun to feel
Him kicking and moving inside of her.

Mary experienced the wonder of giving birth fo Him and Joseph was there to see the miracle of
birth. Jesus would have needed cleaning off and swaddling. He would have been crying and
hungry to nurse. Jesus had a mom and a dad.

Jesus grew and learned how to talk and walk in His first few years. He would cry, laugh, play, get
intfo frouble like any other toddler. He was bathed and changed. Jesus experienced what it was
to be 5, 6,7,8, 9, 10, 11, 12 years old. Jesus had parents that He loved and obeyed and was
corrected by. He submitted to His parents (cf. Luke 2:51). Jesus would have played in His daddy's
workshop. He would have begun to do chores and help His parents like all other children. Jesus
would have fo learn right and wrong. He would have to make choices like everyone else. Jesus
would have experienced bumps, scrapes, and bruises. He would have been sick at times and in
need of rest and care.

Jesus knew what it was to grow up with brothers and sisters (cf. Mark 6:3). Did they fight at fimes?
Most likely. Did they play togethere Sure. Did they learn to love each other2 Absolutely. Jesus
experienced His teenage years. He contfinued to grow and learn what it was to be an adult. He
would eventually become a carpenter like His dad. He probably had important talks about life
with His parents. He loved and cherished His mother. He respected and honored His father. Jesus
lived through His 20's. He worked, labored, and was a part of His family. He probably had friends
and acquaintances. We're not told much at all about Jesus' life between His birth and His ministry.
But we can be assured He experienced one day at a time, one year at a time, one change at a
fime.

Above all, here's what we do know: When Jesus was about 30 years old He began His ministry of
teaching and healing people (cf. Luke 3:23). Jesus got busy with His Heavenly Father's work. 3
years later Jesus would feel the cold sting of befrayal. He would feel each blow and force of
those who struck and beat Him. He would feel the wet of the saliva that was spat upon Him. Jesus
would go on to feel the flesh being ripped apart on His back by scourging.

(continued inside)
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CLINTON
Dec 23 Mid-Week Bible Study
Dec 28 Song Service/Fingerfoods
Dec 31 New Year's Eve Game Night

Jan7 Silver Saints
Jan 15 Sister Friends

To our members and visitors:
Welcome to Clinton! We are
glad you're herel!

MID-WEEK BIBLE STUDY CHANGE

Due to the Christmas holiday, we will have our
mid-week Bible Study this week on Tuesday,
Dec. 23 at 7:00pm rather than on Dec. 24.

SISTER FRIENDS
The ladies will have a restaurant meet-up on
Thursday, January 15 at 10:00am at First Watch
in Oak Ridge.

» Our Pantry: peanut butter, jelly

* Hands & Feet Ministry: cases of bottled water,
oatmeal packets

eIsaiah 117 House: ;
Snacks: Gift Cards:
Amazon, Walmart, Door Dash, Rack Room
Shoes, Old Navy; Iltems: f-shirts (men's and
women's, all sizes), hoodies/crewneck
sweatshirts (all sizes), sweatpants/joggers (all
sizes), infant/toddler/kid-size winter clothes,
duffle bags

* North Clinton Elementary: if you are a Food
City shopper, please consider adding NCES to
your purchases for School Bucks. There is also
a confinual need for socks and underwear for
the children’s clothing closet.

CONSTRUCTION UPDATE

The exposed steel is scheduled to be painted
next. The construction company will be taking
a short break for the Christmas holiday and
then will be back to work.

CYC 2026

Challenge Youth Conference will be coming
up February 20-22. We need to order our
tickets before the end of December, so please
let Joey Smith know ASAP if you plan to go.
The cost to attend is $100 per person and will
need to be paid before a ticket can be
ordered.

Thanks to a generous, anonymous donor, we
have funds available to cover the cost for
anyone that may be in need of help.

NEW YEARS EVE GAME NIGHT

Come ring in 2026 at our annual New Years
Eve Game Night here at the building on Dec.
31. New Year's Eve falls on a Wednesday this
year, so we will begin our game night right
after the conclusion of our Wednesday
evening Bible classes and devotional. Bring
your favorite games to play and snacks/
fingerfoods to share.

FAMILY SEMINAR
Central Church (Johnson City): Jan 17

GREAT SMOKY MTN MARRIAGE RETREAT
Pigeon Forge: Feb 11-15

CHALLENGE YOUTH CONFERENCE
LeConte Center: Feb 20-22

Please silence your cell phones during
worship & Bible class. Thanks!

This Week:

¢ Kurt & Stephanie Simon are sick at home today.

» Dwight & Doris Nicholson have been sick and unable fo be out.

e Katrina, niece of Garry Jones, is in the hospital at UT Medical Center.
¢ Kevin Lancaster is recovering from triple bypass surgery in Aiken, SC.

Last Week:

¢ Charlie Rogers had a successful fransplant. His bone marrow has started producing new
cells!

* Julie Craig is recovering from knee replacement surgery.

¢ Carolyn Colwell has been sick at home.

e Barbara Tanner is recovering from cataract surgery.

e Brandi Long Boshears, granddaughter of Carl & Jo Rutherford, had surgery for pancreatic
cancer.

¢ The McGill family has been sick with a stomach bug.

¢ David Rogers, Nicholas Jones’ grandfather, is very sick.

¢ Please remember the members of the Scott Avenue Church of Christ in Nashville in the loss
of their church building to fire.

Sympathy:

e To Becca Fields in the passing of her grandmother, Mary Baggetft. Her funeral will be Jan. 1o
in Lubbock, TX.

e To the family of Isaac Johnson, a friend of Sheila Herren, who passed away suddenly at the
age of 20.

Please send prayer requests and
updates to
churchofchristclinton@gmail.com
or give to Joey Smith in writing.

Shut-In:
* Norris Health & Rehab - Polly Keck
e Courtyards Oak Ridge - Laura Waldron

(continued from front page)

Jesus felt the weakness of losing blood and being weary. He would feel the weight of the beam of the
cross as He was forced to carry it to the point of exhaustion. He would feel the nails penetrating His wrists
and feet as they were nailed in. Jesus would experience the pain of hanging from a cross by the nails in
His body. Jesus saw His mother and beloved friends watching Him slowly suffer and die. Jesus felt His final
breath leave His body and entered the realm of the dead. But on the 3rd day after His death, Jesus
experienced what no one had experienced before Him; He rose from the dead never to die again! He
was in His body once again, a body that now would never be destroyed. Jesus went through all of this for
one reason: to save you and me from sin and death.

"Christ Jesus, who, though He was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be
grasped, but made Himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And
being found in human form, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even
death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name that is above
every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the
earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, fo the glory of God the Father" (Phil 2:5-11).
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